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1
INFORMATION APPARATUS HAVING AN
INTERFACE FOR A REMOTE CONTROL

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation application of Interna-
tional Application No. PCT/JP2014/000772, filed Feb. 14,
2014, which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional applica-
tion No. 61/766,843, filed Feb. 20, 2013, the disclosures of
which are incorporated by reference herein in their entireties.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a method for controlling
an information apparatus and a computer-readable recording
medium.

BACKGROUND ART

A variety of proposals have been made for open/close
control for a shutter of an electric shutter device.

For example, Patent Document 1 discloses a technology
for operating an open/close element of an architectural elec-
tric open/close device using a remote operation device. Spe-
cifically, a remote operation unit 7 has operation switches
PBU, PBD, and PBS for opening, closing, and stopping. The
remote operation unit 7 outputs an operation signal in which
a device code that specifies a shutter device 1 as a control
target and a data code that specifies operation (opening, clos-
ing, and stopping) of a shutter curtain are formed by one word
(paragraphs [0009] and [0024]). In the case where an input
operation signal is an open/close operation signal, a receiving
section 9 of an operation unit 8 enables open/close operation
of a shutter curtain 2 when a predetermined number of words
of the operation signal are input continuously. In the case
where the input operation signal is a stop operation signal, on
the other hand, the receiving section 9 stops open/close opera-
tion of the shutter curtain 2 when one word of the operation
signal is input (paragraph [0025]).

However, Patent Documents 1 described above needs a
further improvement.

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-
open No. 2011-94408 (for example, paragraphs [0009],
[0024], [0025] and the like)

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one general aspect, the techniques disclosed here feature
a method for controlling an information apparatus, the infor-
mation apparatus having a touch panel display and being
connected to a network, an electric shutter device being con-
trolled over the network, the electric shutter device being
capable of opening and closing a shutter through a remote
operation,

the method causing a computer of the information appara-
tus to:

display an operation icon on a display screen of the infor-
mation apparatus, the operation icon causing an operation
screen for the electric shutter device to be displayed;

display the operation screen for the electric shutter device
when selection of the operation icon is sensed, the operation
screen including a shutter image representing the shutter of
the electric shutter device; and

when a swipe operation is sensed on the operation screen,
output to the network a movement control command for mov-
ing the shutter of the electric shutter device in a swipe direc-
tion of the swipe operation.
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2

According to the aspect described above, it is possible to
embody a further improvement. These general and specific
aspects may be implemented using a system, a method, and a
computer program, and any combination of systems, meth-
ods, and computer programs.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an overall configuration of a
shutter control system according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an electrical configura-
tion of an operation terminal and an electric shutter device
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a diagram schematically showing an example of
a configuration of an electric shutter device according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a diagram schematically showing another
example of a configuration of an electric shutter device
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a configuration example of the
form of implementation of the operation terminal according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a display example of a menu
screen displayed on a display for a case where a tablet is used
as the operation terminal.

FIG. 7 is a diagram showing a display example of the menu
screen displayed on the display for a case where a smartphone
is used as the operation terminal.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of a shutter select
screen displayed on the display of the operation terminal.

FIG. 9 is a diagram showing an example of a shutter control
screen displayed on the display of the operation terminal.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing an example of display on the
shutter control screen and an example of an operation by a
contacting object when opening the shutter.

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing an example of display on the
shutter control screen and an example of an operation by the
contacting object when closing the shutter.

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing a display example of the
shutter control screen which is different from FIG. 10 and in
which an actual position of the shutter is displayed when
opening the shutter.

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing a display example of the
shutter control screen which is different from FIG. 11 and in
which the actual position of the shutter is displayed when
closing the shutter.

FIG. 14 is a sequence diagram showing a process flow in
the operation terminal and the electric shutter device.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart showing a process flow for the
operation terminal to control the electric shutter device.

FIG. 16A is a flowchart showing a process flow for the
operation terminal to generate and transmit a control com-
mand for controlling the shutter of the electric shutter device.

FIG. 16B is a flowchart showing a process flow for the
operation terminal to generate and transmit a control com-
mand for controlling the shutter of the electric shutter device.

FIG. 17 is aflowchart showing a process flow in the electric
shutter device.

FIG. 18 is a diagram showing a display example of the
shutter control screen for a case where an obstacle is detected.

FIG. 19 is a diagram showing a display example of the
shutter control screen that is different from FIG. 18 for a case
where an obstacle is detected.

FIG. 20 is a sequence diagram showing a process flow in
the operation terminal and the electric shutter device for a
case where obstacle detection is taken into consideration.
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FIG. 21 is a sequence diagram showing a process flow in
the operation terminal and the electric shutter device for a
case where obstacle detection is taken into consideration.

FIG. 22 is a sequence diagram showing a process flow in
the operation terminal and the electric shutter device that is
different from FIG. 21 for a case where obstacle detection is
taken into consideration.

FIG. 23 is a sequence diagram showing a process flow in
the operation terminal and the electric shutter device that is
different from FIGS. 21 and 22 for a case where obstacle
detection is taken into consideration.

FIG. 24A is a flowchart showing a process flow for the
operation terminal to control the shutter of the electric shutter
device for a case where an obstacle is taken into consider-
ation.

FIG. 24B is a flowchart showing a process flow for the
operation terminal to control the shutter of the electric shutter
device for a case where an obstacle is taken into consider-
ation.

FIG. 25 is a flowchart showing a process flow in the electric
shutter device for a case where an obstacle is taken into
consideration.

FIG. 26 is a diagram showing an example, different from
FIG. 9, of the shutter control screen displayed on the display
of the operation terminal.

FIG. 27 is a diagram showing an example of display on the
shutter control screen and an example of an operation by a
contacting object when opening the shutter.

FIG. 28 is a diagram showing an example of display on the
shutter control screen and an example of an operation by the
contacting object when closing the shutter.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Story Before Inventing Aspect According to Present
Disclosure

First, the point of view of an aspect according to the present
disclosure will be described.

In Patent Document 1 described above, the remote opera-
tion unit 7 has the operation switches PBU, PBD, and PBS for
opening, closing, and stopping. That is, the shutter of the
electric shutter device is opened and closed by a user by
pressing the operation switches of the remote operation unit
7. Therefore, in Patent Document 1, the shutter of the electric
shutter device is opened and closed through simple control in
which an open operation signal, a close operation signal, or a
stop operation signal is transmitted by depressing the open
operation button, the close operation button, or the stop but-
ton.

Moreover, the remote operation unit 7 does not have a
display section that displays the opening/closing condition of
the shutter of the electric shutter device. Therefore, the oper-
ating condition of the shutter of the electric shutter device
cannot be confirmed at the same time while operating to open,
close, or stop the shutter of the electric shutter device. Thus,
in the case where it is desired to open the shutter of the electric
shutter device halfway and stop the shutter at a desired posi-
tion, or in the case where it is desired to close the shutter
halfway and stop the shutter at a desired position, for
example, it is necessary to stay by the shutter of the electric
shutter device and visually confirm the shutter position. That
is, it cannot be remotely confirmed at what position the shut-
ter of the electric shutter device is stopped.

In the case where the electric shutter device is provided at
a window, for example, when sun rays are strong such as
during summer, the shutter of the electric shutter device may
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be opened halfway to take sunlight into a room while block-
ing the sun rays with the shutter half open. In such a case, with
the technology disclosed in Patent Document 1 described
above, it is necessary to take the trouble to go near the electric
shutter device for visual confirmation, and the shutter posi-
tion cannot be appropriately controlled remotely.

In addition, the electric shutter device is different from
devices of atype that is turned on and off to establish a desired
state in that the electric shutter device involves open/close
operation. For example, there is a case where the shutter of the
electric shutter device is opened halfway and further opened
or closed for adjustment while confirming the position of the
opened shutter. In this case, taking the trouble to go near the
electric shutter device for visual confirmation reduces the
effect of a remote operation.

Inaddition, the size of the remote operation unit 7 is limited
from the viewpoint of operability, and not necessarily satis-
factory simply because the remote operation unit 7 can be
provided with a display section. On the other hand, the remote
operation unit 7 is unsuitable for a process of finely adjusting
opening and closing of the shutter of the electric shutter
device unless the display section has a more or less large
display area.

Based on the considerations described above, the inventors
have conceived various aspects of the present disclosure to be
described below.

An aspect of the present disclosure is

a method for controlling an information apparatus, the
information apparatus having a touch panel display and being
connected to a network, an electric shutter device being con-
trolled over the network, the electric shutter device being
capable of opening and closing a shutter through a remote
operation,

the method causing a computer of the information appara-
tus to:

display an operation icon on a display screen of the infor-
mation apparatus, the operation icon causing an operation
screen for the electric shutter device to be displayed;

display the operation screen for the electric shutter device
when selection of the operation icon is sensed, the operation
screen including a shutter image representing the shutter of
the electric shutter device; and

when a swipe operation is sensed on the operation screen,
output to the network a movement control command for mov-
ing the shutter of the electric shutter device in a swipe direc-
tion of the swipe operation.

According to the aspect, when the operation screen for the
electric shutter device is displayed, a shutter image represent-
ing the shutter of the electric shutter device appears on the
operation screen. Then, when a swipe operation is sensed on
the shutter image, for example, on the operation screen, con-
trol is performed so as to move the shutter of the electric
shutter device in a swipe direction of the swipe operation.

This enables remotely controlling the operation of the shut-
ter of the electric shutter device which is not adevice in which
power is simply turned on and off.

Movement of the shutter of the electric shutter device is
controlled through the swipe operation, for example. There-
fore, the shutter of the electric shutter device may be not only
opened completely but also opened halfway. For example,
when sun rays are strong such as during summer, the shutter
of the electric shutter device may be opened to an intermedi-
ate position to take sunlight into a room while blocking the
sun rays with the shutter opened halfway. Also in this case, the
shutter of the electric shutter device can be opened to an
intermediate position.
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For example, there is a case where the shutter of the electric
shutter device is opened halfway and further opened or closed
while confirming the opened state. Also in this case, the
open-close state of the shutter of the electric shutter device
can be confirmed on the operation screen while performing an
operation of moving the shutter of the electric shutter device.
That is, the operation screen also serves as a confirmation
screen for confirmation as to what position the shutter is
opened to in accordance with an instruction given by the user
by performing an operation of the operation screen. Thus, the
operation instruction screen and the moving state confirma-
tion screen are common to each other. Therefore, it is possible
to effectively process an operation of moving the shutter of
the electric shutter device and to make the most of the display
area of the operation screen.

Further, as described above, the operation screen also
serves as display for confirmation of the open/close state of
the shutter. Thus, the operation screen can be used not only to
stop the shutter of the electric shutter device in the middle of
being opened and closed, but also to confirm that an instruc-
tion to stop the shutter at a desired position has been given at
the same time. As a result, for example, opening and closing
of the shutter of the electric shutter device can be stopped
without the shutter moving past the desired position. In addi-
tion, for example, the open/close position of the shutter of the
electric shutter device can be finely adjusted.

In the aspect described above, for example, a distance
control command may be output to the network as the move-
ment control command when the swipe operation is sensed on
the operation screen, the distance control command causing
the shutter of the electric shutter device to move in the swipe
direction a distance in accordance with an amount of move-
ment in the swipe direction of the swipe operation.

Consequently, movement of the shutter of the electric shut-
ter device is controlled through the swipe operation. There-
fore, the shutter of the electric shutter device may be not only
opened completely but also opened halfway.

In the aspect described above, for example, movement of
the shutter of the electric shutter device may comprise move-
ment to open the shutter of the electric shutter device or
movement to close the shutter of the electric shutter device.

In the aspect described above, for example, the electric
shutter device may have the shutter which opens or closes in
one direction.

In the aspect described above, for example, when the swipe
operation is sensed on the operation screen, the shutter rep-
resented in the shutter image may be moved in accordance
with a swipe amount in the swipe direction of the swipe
operation.

This allows an operation of moving the shutter of the
electric shutter device and confirmation of the moving state of
the shutter of the electric shutter device to be performed on the
operation screen for the electric shutter device in accordance
with the shutter image representing the shutter of the electric
shutter device. Thus, the operation screen for the electric
shutter device and the confirmation screen for the electric
shutter device are integral with each other. Therefore, the
open/close state of the electric shutter device can be con-
firmed by making the most of the size of the operation screen.

In the aspect described above, for example,

the shutter image may comprise an image representing the
shutter of the electric shutter device used as a storm sash
provided at a window, and in a case where the shutter repre-
sented in the shutter image is moved in an opening direction,
a window image representing the window which has been
hidden behind the shutter ofthe electric shutter device may be
displayed in a region corresponding to the shutter image.
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For example, in the case where the shutter of the electric
shutter device is used for a plurality of purposes, it may not be
discriminated what purpose the shutter of the electric shutter
device as the operation target is used for, and a shutter of an
electric shutter device that is different from the shutter of the
intended electric shutter device may be erroneously operated.
For example, the shutter of the electric shutter device used as
a storm sash provided at a window, for example, may be
erroneously opened when it is intended to open the shutter of
the electric shutter device used as a gate provided in a garage.

According to the aspect, in a case where the shutter repre-
sented in the shutter image is moved in an opening direction,
a window image representing the window which has been
hidden behind the shutter of the electric shutter device is
displayed. Therefore, an erroneous operation can be known
through the same screen as the operation screen in the case
where the moving state of the shutter of the electric shutter
device is confirmed through the operation screen. As a result,
it is possible to easily prevent an erroneous operation even in
the case where the moving state of the shutter of the electric
shutter device is confirmed through the operation screen
rather than being confirmed with the shutter of the electric
shutter device as a real object.

In the aspect described above, for example,

in a case where the shutter represented in the shutter image
is moved in a closing direction, the window image may be
hidden behind the shutter represented in the shutter image.

In the aspect described above, for example,

the shutter image may comprise an image representing the
shutter of the electric shutter device used as a gate provided in
a garage, and in a case where the shutter represented in the
shutter image is moved in an opening direction, a vehicle
image representing a vehicle in the garage which has been
hidden behind the shutter ofthe electric shutter device may be
displayed in a region corresponding to the shutter image.

For example, in a case where the shutter of the electric
shutter device is used for a plurality of purposes, it may not be
discriminated what purpose the shutter of the electric shutter
device as the operation target is used for, and the shutter of an
electric shutter device that is different from the shutter of the
intended electric shutter device may be erroneously operated.
For example, the shutter of the electric shutter device used as
a gate provided in a garage, for example, may be erroneously
opened when it is intended to operate to open the shutter of the
electric shutter device used as a storm sash provided at a
window.

According to the aspect, in a case where the shutter repre-
sented in the shutter image is moved in an opening direction,
avehicle image representing a vehicle in the garage which has
been hidden behind the shutter of the electric shutter device is
displayed. Therefore, an erroneous operation can be known
through the same screen as the operation screen in the case
where the moving state of the shutter of the electric shutter
device is confirmed through the operation screen. As a result,
it is possible to easily prevent an erroneous operation even in
the case where the moving state of the shutter of the electric
shutter device is confirmed through the operation screen
rather than being confirmed with the shutter of the electric
shutter device as a real object.

In the aspect described above, for example,

in a case where the shutter represented in the shutter image
is moved in a closing direction, the vehicle image may be
hidden behind the shutter in the shutter image.

In the aspect described above, for example,

positional information indicating a position of the shutter
of'the electric shutter device may be received via the network,
and state information representing a position of an end por-
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tion of the shutter of the electric shutter device may be dis-
played in a region corresponding to the shutter image in
accordance with the received positional information.

According to the aspect, state information representing the
position of the end portion of the shutter of the electric shutter
device is displayed in a region corresponding to the shutter
image representing the shutter of the electric shutter device
besides an image representing to what location the shutter of
the electric shutter device is moved by an operation of the
operation screen.

For example, there may be a case where a gap is present
between the shutter image representing the shutter of the
electric shutter device in the operation screen and the actual
position to which the shutter of the electric shutter device has
been moved. Also in such a case, the user is allowed to
recognize the presence of the gap by confirming the state
information representing the position ofthe end portion of the
shutter of the electric shutter device.

Therefore, for example, a gap is present between the mov-
ing speed of the shutter in the shutter image on the operation
screen and the actual moving speed of the shutter of the
electric shutter device. Therefore, it may be erroneously rec-
ognized that the shutter of the electric shutter device is closed
even if the shutter of the electric shutter device is actually not
closed yet. Such an erroneous recognition can be prevented
just by confirming display on the operation screen.

As a result, the operation screen functions not only to
represent to what location the shutter of the electric shutter
device is moved by an operation of the operation screen, but
also as a confirmation screen for confirming the actual posi-
tion to which the shutter of the electric shutter device has been
moved. Thus, the actual position to which the shutter of the
electric shutter device has been moved can be confirmed
using the operation screen without confirming the actual shut-
ter of the electric shutter device.

In the aspect described above, for example,

the state information representing the position of the end
portion of the shutter of the electric shutter device may be
displayed as overlapped on the shutter image.

According to the aspect, the state information representing
the position of the end portion of the shutter of the electric
shutter device is displayed as overlapped on the shutter image
representing the shutter of the electric shutter device. This
allows the user to confirm the position of the end portion of
the shutter of the electric shutter device with the user’s eyes
keeping on confirming the shutter image representing the
shutter of the electric shutter device. Therefore, the actual
position of the end portion of the shutter of the electric shutter
device can be confirmed while performing an operation on the
operation screen at the same time as the operation.

For example, there may be a case where a gap is present
between the shutter image representing the shutter of the
electric shutter device in the operation screen and the actual
position to which the shutter of the electric shutter device has
been moved. Also in such a case, it is possible to prevent an
erroneous recognition that the shutter of the electric shutter
device is closed even if the shutter of the electric shutter
device is actually not closed yet because of failing to confirm
the actual position of the end portion of the shutter of the
electric shutter device.

In the aspect described above, for example,

the state information representing the position of the end
portion of the shutter of the electric shutter device may
include a schematic shutter movement image representing the
position of the end portion of the shutter of the electric shutter
device.
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According to the aspect, a schematic shutter movement
image representing the position of the end portion of the
shutter of the electric shutter device is displayed as over-
lapped on the shutter image representing the shutter of the
electric shutter device. This allows the user to recognize a
gap, if any, that is present between the shutter image repre-
senting the shutter of the electric shutter device in the opera-
tion screen and the actual position of the end portion of the
shutter of the electric shutter device, for example, at a glance.
Therefore, the operation screen can be used not only to per-
form the operation but also to confirm the operation instruc-
tion and confirm the actual position of the shutter of the
electric shutter device on the same screen.

In the aspect described above, for example,

the schematic shutter movement image may be displayed
in a color that is different from a color in which the shutter in
the shutter image is displayed.

In the aspect described above, for example,

the electric shutter device may have a sensor which senses
an obstacle ahead of an end portion of the shutter which
moves, and a mechanism which stops movement of the shut-
ter in a case where the obstacle is sensed ahead of the end
portion of the shutter which moves, and

the method for controlling the information apparatus may
cause the computer of the information apparatus to:

in a case where stop information, which indicates that
movement of the shutter of the electric shutter device has been
stopped before the shutter reaches a closed position, is
received via the network, and in a case where the shutter
represented in the shutter image is varied into a closed state,

return the shutter represented in the shutter image in a
second direction opposite to a first direction which is a mov-
ing direction of the shutter represented in the shutter image.

For example, there may be a case where movement of the
actual shutter of the electric shutter device is stopped because
of'sensing of an obstacle or the like, even in the case where an
image in which the shutter represented in the shutter image is
closed is displayed on the operation screen. In this case, a gap
is present between the state indicated by the image displayed
on the operation screen and the actual state of the shutter of
the electric shutter device.

In this way, there may be a case where movement of the
shutter of the electric shutter device is stopped before the
actual shutter reaches the closed position, even in the case
where the image on the operation screen has been varied into
an image in which the shutter represented in the shutter image
is closed. In such a case, according to the aspect, the shutter
represented in the shutter image is returned in a second direc-
tion that is opposite to a first direction which is a moving
direction of the shutter represented in the shutter image.

This causes the image on the operation screen to return to
an image reflecting the actual state of the shutter of the elec-
tric shutter device even if an image in which the shutter
represented in the shutter image is closed is temporarily dis-
played on the operation screen in accordance with an opera-
tion of the operation screen. Therefore, the gap that is present
between the state indicated by the image displayed on the
operation screen and the actual state of the shutter of the
electric shutter device can be eliminated. In addition, the user
can be informed of the actual state of the shutter of the electric
shutter device by confirming the operation screen. As a result,
it is possible to prevent an erroneous recognition of the actual
state of the shutter of the electric shutter device just by con-
firming the operation screen without taking the trouble to
confirm the actual shutter of the electric shutter device.
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In the aspect described above, for example,

the shutter represented in the shutter image may be
returned in the second direction by a first predetermined
amount corresponding to a stop position of the shutter of the
electric shutter device, indicated by the stop information.

Examples of the sensor that senses presence of an obstacle
ahead of an end portion of the shutter, which is moving, of the
electric shutter device include a contact sensor and an optical
sensor. In the case where the contact sensor is used, the shutter
is not advanced any further when the moving shutter contacts
an obstacle, and presence of the obstacle is judged.

Meanwhile, the optical sensor is attached at a predeter-
mined position on a moving path of the shutter in the electric
shutter device. Therefore, in the case where the optical sensor
is used, movement of the shutter is stopped if the optical
sensor senses presence of an obstacle at the predetermined
position before the shutter contacts the obstacle. Ifan obstacle
is present at the predetermined position before movement of
the shutter is started, moving operation of the shutter is not
performed. In the case where an obstacle is sensed at the
predetermined position while the shutter is moving, move-
ment of the shutter is stopped.

According to the aspect, the shutter represented in the
shutter image may be returned in the second direction by a
first predetermined amount corresponding to a stop position
of the shutter of the electric shutter device, indicated by the
stop information.

In the case where the contact sensor is used, for example,
when the shutter starts moving and contacts an obstacle while
moving, the shutter is stopped at the position of contact. In
this case, the shutter represented in the shutter image is
returned to a display position corresponding to the actual
position at which the shutter is stopped.

In the case where the optical sensor is used, for example,
movement of the actual shutter of the electric shutter device is
not started if an obstacle is present at the predetermined
position before the shutter starts moving. Thus, the shutter
represented in the shutter image is returned to the open state
of the shutter.

In the case where the optical sensor is used, for example, in
the case where an obstacle is sensed at the predetermined
position while the shutter is moving, the shutter is stopped
while moving. In this case, the shutter represented in the
shutter image is returned to a display position corresponding
to the actual position at which the shutter of the electric
shutter device is stopped.

In the aspect described above, for example,

in a case where the shutter represented in the shutter image
is returned in the second direction by the first predetermined
amount,

the end portion of the shutter represented in the shutter
image may be repeatedly moved alternately in the first direc-
tion and the second direction.

According to the aspect, in a case where the shutter repre-
sented in the shutter image is returned, the end portion of the
shutter represented in the shutter image is repeatedly moved
alternately in the first direction and the second direction. This
allows distinction on display from a case where the shutter of
the electric shutter device is closed to the position by an
operation performed by the user using the operation screen.
There is a case where movement of the actual shutter of the
electric shutter device is stopped because of sensing of an
obstacle or the like. In such a case, the user can be easily
alerted just by the display without using other dedicated
means for warning the user of the stoppage while avoiding
confusion with a case where the shutter is closed to the posi-
tion by an operation performed by the user.
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In the aspect described above, for example,

in a case where the stop information indicates that the
shutter of the electric shutter device is closed beyond a pre-
determined reference amount, the shutter represented in the
shutter image may be returned in the second direction by a
second predetermined amount.

The shutter image representing the shutter of the electric
shutter device displayed on the operation screen is smaller
than the actual shutter of the electric shutter device. In the
case where the actual shutter is stopped at a position at which
the shutter is closed by about 90%, for example, it is conceiv-
able to vary the shutter represented in the shutter image dis-
played on the operation screen into an image in which the
shutter is closed by about 90%.

In this case, however, the user may not be able to definitely
confirm whether the shutter image representing the shutter of
the electric shutter device being displayed indicates a state in
which the shutter is closed by 100% or a state in which the
shutter is closed to about 90%, even if the user sees the
operation screen, because the image is small. As a result, the
user may see the operation screen and erroneously recognize
that the actual shutter is fully closed even if the actual shutter
is not fully closed because of an obstacle.

According to the aspect, in a case where the stop informa-
tion indicates that the shutter of the electric shutter device is
closed beyond a predetermined reference amount, for
example, the shutter represented in the shutter image is
returned in the second direction by a second predetermined
amount.

This allows the shutter in the shutter image representing the
shutter of the electric shutter device being displayed to be
returned by the second predetermined amount to a state in
which the shutter is closed by about 70% in the case where the
actual shutter is stopped at a position at which the shutter is
closed by about 90% which exceeds the predetermined ref-
erence amount, for example. Therefore, it can be definitely
indicated that the actual shutter is stopped in the middle
position, even in the case where the actual shutter is stopped
at a position at which the shutter is closed by about 90%, by
returning the shutter represented in the shutter image. As a
result, the user can be prevented, by simple means, from
erroneously recognizing that the actual shutter is fully closed
by seeing the operation screen even if the actual shutter is not
fully closed because of an obstacle.

In the aspect described above, for example,

in a case where the shutter represented in the shutter image
is returned in the second direction by the second predeter-
mined amount,

the end portion of the shutter represented in the shutter
image may be repeatedly moved alternately in the first direc-
tion and the second direction.

According to the aspect, in a case where the shutter repre-
sented in the shutter image is returned, the end portion of the
shutter represented in the shutter image is repeatedly moved
alternately in the first direction and the second direction. This
allows distinction on display from a case where the shutter of
the electric shutter device is closed to the position by an
operation performed by the user using the operation screen.
There is a case where movement of the actual shutter of the
electric shutter device is stopped because of sensing of an
obstacle or the like. In such a case, the user can be easily
alerted just by the display without using other dedicated
means for warning the user of the stoppage while avoiding
confusion with a case where the shutter is closed to the posi-
tion by an operation performed by the user.
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Embodiment

An embodiment of the present disclosure will be described
below with reference to the drawings. In the drawings, the
same symbols are used for the same constituent elements.

In the embodiment, an operation terminal which can
remotely control shutter will be described.

FIG. 1 is a diagram showing an overall configuration of a
shutter control system according to the embodiment. As
shown in FIG. 1, the shutter control system includes an opera-
tion terminal 100, and electric shutter devices 200, 201, and
202.

The electric shutter device 200 is disposed outside of a
house. The operation terminal 100 and the electric shutter
devices 201 and 202 are disposed inside the house. The opera-
tion terminal 100 and the electric shutter devices 200, 201,
and 202 communicate with each other via a wired or wireless
network 300. For example, the electric shutter devices 200,
201, and 202 and the operation terminal 100 are communica-
bly connected to each other via the wireless or wired in-home
network 300. The network 300 may be an external network
such as the Internet.

The operation terminal 100 is not necessarily disposed in
the house, and may be disposed outside the house. In this
case, a user controls the electric shutter devices 200, 201, and
202 from a location away from the home.

An information terminal such as a smartphone or a tablet
terminal may be adopted as the operation terminal 100. It
should be noted, however, that the smartphone and the tablet
terminal are merely exemplary, and an information terminal
of'abuttontype such as a cellular phone may be adopted as the
operation terminal 100.

In the embodiment, as shown in FIG. 1, three electric
shutter devices 200, 201, and 202 are provided. However, this
is exemplary. Alternatively, one, two, or four or more electric
shutter devices may be provided.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing the electrical configu-
ration of the operation terminal 100 and the electric shutter
devices 200, 201, and 202. FIG. 3 is a diagram schematically
showing an example of a configuration of the electric shutter
device 200. FIG. 4 is a diagram schematically showing an
example of a configuration of the electric shutter device 201.
As shown in FIG. 2, the operation terminal 100 includes a
display 101, a touch panel control section 102, a display
control section 103, a storage section 104, a shutter control
section 105, and a communication control section 106.

The display 101 is formed from a touch panel display, for
example, and displays a user interface that allows the user to
operate the operation terminal 100. The user can input various
operations to the operation terminal 100 by contacting the
display 101.

The touch panel control section 102 recognizes an opera-
tion performed on the display 101 by the user, interprets the
content of the operation, and notifies the other constituent
elements of the content of the operation. For example, if an
object is displayed at a position on the display 101 tapped on
by the user, the touch panel control section 102 judges that the
object is selected by the user. A variety of GUI (Graphical
User Interface) parts that receive a user operation such as
buttons are adopted as the object.

The display control section 103 generates a GUI of the
operation terminal 100, and causes the display 101 to display
the GUI. The storage section 104 stores information that is
necessary for operation of the operation terminal 100 such as
the type and the arrangement of the shutter which is the
operation target.
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The shutter control section 105 generates a control com-
mand for each of the electric shutter devices 200, 201, and
202. The communication control section 106 controls com-
munication between the operation terminal 100 and the elec-
tric shutter devices 200, 201, and 202. In addition, the com-
munication control section 106 receives a request to transmit
avariety of data from other blocks such as the shutter control
section 105, and transmits the received data to the electric
shutter devices 200, 201, and 202. Further, the communica-
tion control section 106 receives data transmitted from the
electric shutter devices 200, 201, and 202, and delivers the
received data to relevant blocks such as the shutter control
section 105.

The display 101 may be a normal display rather than a
touch panel display. In this case, the user may use an external
input device such as a mouse (not shown) to input an instruc-
tion to select an object by moving a pointer displayed on the
display 101 and clicking on a desired object. That is, in the
embodiment, a series of operations performed by the user by
contacting the display 101 may be replaced with operations of
moving a pointer and clicking using an external input device
such as a mouse.

As shown in FIG. 3, the electric shutter device 200 is
provided in a garage 310. The electric shutter device 200
includes a control unit 210, a shutter 220 used as a gate to the
garage 310, and so forth. The electric shutter device 200 is a
device that enables the shutter 220 to be electrically opened
and closed through a remote operation. As shown in FIG. 4,
the electric shutter device 201 is provided at a window 320.
The electric shutter device 201 includes a control unit 210, a
shutter 230 used as a storm sash, and so forth. The electric
shutter device 201 is a device that enables the shutter 230 to be
electrically opened and closed through a remote operation.

As shown in FIG. 2, the control unit 210 includes a drive
section 211, a position sensor 212, a shutter control section
213, a communication control section 214, and an obstacle
sensor 215. The drive section 211 includes a motor capable of
rotating in forward and reverse directions, for example, to
open and close the shutter 220.

The position sensor 212 detects the open/close state (posi-
tion) of the shutter 220. The position sensor 212 specifically
detects the position of an end portion of the shutter 220, for
example, as the open/close state of the shutter 220. The posi-
tion sensor 212 includes an encoder attached to a rotary shaft
of the motor of the drive section 211, the rotary shaft being
coupled to the shutter 220.

Alternatively, in the case where the drive section 211
includes a stepping motor, the position sensor 212 may count
the number of steps of the stepping motor driven when open-
ing and closing the shutter 220. The position sensor 212 may
be any unit that can detect the open/close state of the shutter
220.

As shown in FIG. 3, the obstacle sensor 215 is provided on
a right wall immediately outside the gate (shutter 220) of the
garage 310, for example. A reflection plate is provided on a
left wall immediately outside the gate (shutter 220) of the
garage 310 at a position opposite to the obstacle sensor 215.
The obstacle sensor 215 includes a light emitting section and
a light receiving section, for example. The light receiving
section of the obstacle sensor 215 receives light emitted from
the light emitting section and reflected by the reflection plate.
The obstacle sensor 215 is of an optical type, and thus can
detect an obstacle when the obstacle appears, whether before
the shutter 220 starts being closed or while the shutter 220 is
being closed.

The shutter control section 213 controls opening and clos-
ing of the shutter 220 of the electric shutter device 200 in
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accordance with a control command transmitted from the
operation terminal 100. In addition, the shutter control sec-
tion 213 requests the communication control section 214 to
transmit the result of execution of the control command, the
open/close state of the shutter 220 of the electric shutter
device 200, and so forth to the operation terminal 100.

The shutter control section 213 judges that an obstacle is
interposed between the light emitting section and the reflec-
tion plate in the case where the light receiving section of the
obstacle sensor 215 cannot receive the reflected light. If it is
judged on the basis of the result of detection performed by the
obstacle sensor 215 that there is an obstacle, the shutter con-
trol section 213 controls the drive section 211 so as not to start
operation to close the shutter 220 if the shutter 220 has not
started being closed, and so as to stop operation to close the
shutter 220 if the shutter 220 is being closed.

The communication control section 214 controls commu-
nication between the electric shutter device 200 and the
operation terminal 100. In addition, the communication con-
trol section 214 receives a request to transmit a variety of data
from the shutter control section 213, and transmits such data
to the operation terminal 100. The communication control
section 214 receives data transmitted from the operation ter-
minal 100, and delivers the data to the shutter control section
213.

The light emitting section and the light receiving section of
the obstacle sensor 215 may be disposed on the left and right
walls immediately outside the gate (shutter 220) of the garage
31050 asto oppose each other. In this case, the reflection plate
is not required. The shutter control section 213 judges that an
obstacle is interposed between the light emitting section and
the light receiving section in the case where the light receiving
section of the obstacle sensor 215 cannot receive light from
the light emitting section.

The obstacle sensor 215 is not limited to an optical type.
Alternatively, the obstacle sensor 215 may be of a contact
type. An obstacle sensor of a contact type detects a load
applied to the drive section 211 which moves the shutter 220.
The shutter control section 213 judges that there is an obstacle
when an end portion of the shutter 220 moving in the closing
direction contacts an obstacle and the load applied to the drive
section 211 detected by the obstacle sensor of a contact type
is increased. In the case where an obstacle sensor of a contact
typeis used, the shutter control section 213 can determine that
there is an obstacle only after the shutter 220 starts moving in
the closing direction and contacts an obstacle.

The electric shutter device 200 may include both an
obstacle sensor of an optical type and an obstacle sensor of a
contact type as the obstacle sensor 215. In addition, the
obstacle sensor 215 may be a sensor of any other type that can
detect an obstacle.

The electric shutter devices 201 and 202 are the same in
electrical configuration as the electric shutter device 200
shown in FIG. 2. The electric shutter device 200 is provided in
the garage 310, for example, as described above. The electric
shutter device 201 is disposed in a living room, for example.
The electric shutter device 202 is disposed in a Japanese
room, for example.

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a configuration example of the
form of implementation of the operation terminal 100. As
shown in FIG. 5, the operation terminal 100 includes an
application 401, an OS (Operating System) 402, a memory
403, and other hardware (not shown).

The application 401 is application software for causing the
information terminal to function as the operation terminal
100, and is executed by a processor of the operation terminal
100. The operation terminal 100 may read the application 401
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from a computer readable recording medium to implement
the application 401, or may download the application 401
from a network to implement the application 401. The OS 402
is basic software of the information terminal, and is executed
by the processor of the operation terminal 100. The memory
403 is formed from a storage device such as a RAM and a
ROM of'the operation terminal 100, and stores a group of data
included in the application 401. The processor of the opera-
tion terminal 100 executes the application 401 to embody the
functions of the touch panel control section 102, the display
control section 103, the storage section 104, the shutter con-
trol section 105, and the communication control section 106
shown in FIG. 2. In addition, the processor of the operation
terminal 100 executes the application 401 to cause the
memory 403 to function as the storage section 104.

It should be noted, however, that in the embodiment, the
operation terminal 100 may be implemented by the applica-
tion 401 alone, may be implemented by the application 401
and the OS 402, may be implemented by the application 401,
the OS 402, and the memory 403, or may be implemented by
the application 401, the OS 402, the memory 403, and other
hardware (not shown). In any embodiment, the operation
terminal 100 according to the embodiment can be embodied.
In the embodiment, the processor and the storage device
forming the information terminal, for example, form a com-
puter. One ofa CPU, an FPGA, and an ASIC or a combination
of'two or more of these may be adopted as the processor. One
ofaROM, a RAM, and a hard disk or a combination of two or
more of these may be adopted as the storage device.

FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a display example of a menu
screen displayed on the display 101 for a case where a tablet
is used as the operation terminal 100. FIG. 7 is a diagram
showing a display example of a menu screen displayed on the
display 101 for a case where a smartphone is used as the
operation terminal 100. As shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, the menu
screen displayed on the display 101 of the operation terminal
100 includes a shutter icon 111. The shutter icon 111 is an
operation icon for starting the application 401 for electric
shutter control. The shutter icon 111 includes an image sche-
matically representing a shutter.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an example of a shutter select
screen 400 displayed on the display 101 of the operation
terminal 100. When the user selects the shutter icon 111 with
a contacting object (for example, one finger of the user) in the
menu screen shown in FIG. 6 or 7, the touch panel control
section 102 senses the selection. Then, the application 401 for
electric shutter control is started, and the display control
section 103 displays the shutter select screen 400 correspond-
ing to the shutter icon 111 on the display 101 as shown in FIG.
8.

The shutter select screen 400 includes select buttons 405A,
405B, and 405C, a set button 406, and an end button 407. A
text “SELECT SHUTTER?” is affixed to the shutter select
screen 400. The configuration allows the user to easily under-
stand that the screen displayed on the display 101 is a screen
for selecting an electric shutter device.

The select button 405 A is an operation button for selecting
the electric shutter device 200 in the garage 310. The select
button 405B is an operation button for selecting the electric
shutter device 201 in the living room. The select button 405C
is an operation button for selecting the electric shutter device
202 in the Japanese room. The select buttons 405 A, 4058, and
405C are operation icons for displaying a shutter control
screen for the electric shutter devices 200, 201, and 202,
respectively.

The set button 406 is an operation button for making a
variety of settings. The set button 406 is used to associate a
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select button and a shutter as the operation target with each
other, for example. The set button 406 is used to set a name
given to a select button, for example.

The end button 407 is an operation button for ending the
application 401 for electric shutter control. When the user
selects the end button 407 with a contacting object (for
example, one finger of the user), the touch panel control
section 102 senses the selection. Then, the application 401 for
electric shutter control is ended, and the display control sec-
tion 103 restores a state in which the menu screen is displayed
on the display 101 as shown in FIG. 6 or 7.

FIG. 9 is adiagram showing an example of a shutter control
screen 410 displayed on the display 101 of the operation
terminal 100. The shutter control screen 410 shown in FIG. 9
is an operation screen that allows performing an open/close
operation for the shutter 220 of the electric shutter device 200.
As described above, the shutter 220 is used as a gate provided
in the garage 310.

The shutter control screen 410 includes areturn button 411,
and a shutter image 412 representing the shutter 220 of the
electric shutter device 200. The shutter image 412 includes a
shutter 412a. In addition, a text “GARAGE SHUTTER” is
affixed to the shutter control screen 410 in FIG. 9. This allows
the user to easily understand that the screen is a control screen
for a shutter used as a gate provided in the garage.

When the user selects the select button 405A with a con-
tacting object (for example, one finger of the user) in the
shutter select screen 400 shown in FIG. 8, the touch panel
control section 102 senses the selection. Then, as shown in
FIG. 9, the display control section 103 displays the shutter
control screen 410 corresponding to the select button405A on
the display 101.

Moreover, when the user selects the return button 411 with
the contacting object in the shutter control screen 410 shown
in FIG. 9, the touch panel control section 102 senses the
selection. Then, the display control section 103 returns the
display on the display 101 to the shutter select screen 400
shown in FIG. 8.

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing an example of display on the
shutter control screen 410 and an example of an operation by
acontacting object 150 when opening the shutter 220. FI1G. 11
is a diagram showing an example of display on the shutter
control screen 410 and an example of an operation by the
contacting object 150 when closing the shutter 220.

First, an operation of opening the shutter 220 of the electric
shutter device 200 will be described with reference to FIG.
10. The shutter image 412 in which the shutter 4124 is fully
closed is displayed (the upper left diagram of FIG. 10). In this
state, the touch panel control section 102 senses an upward
swipe operation by the contacting object 150 (for example,
one finger of the user) on the shutter control screen 410 (the
upper left diagram to the upper middle diagram of FIG. 10).

Then, the display control section 103 moves the shutter
412q within the shutter image 412 in the opening direction in
accordance with movement of the contacting object 150 (the
upper middle diagram of FIG. 10). At this time, the display
control section 103 displays a vehicle image 413 representing
a vehicle in the garage which has been hidden behind the
shutter in a region corresponding to the shutter image 412 as
the shutter 412 within the shutter image 412 is opened (the
upper middle diagram of FIG. 10).

In the upper middle diagram of FIG. 10, the lower half of
the vehicle image 413 has appeared. In order to achieve image
display such as that in the upper middle diagram of FIG. 10,
for example, the shutter 412a within the shutter image 412
may be provided in a first layer, the vehicle image 413 may be
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provided in a second layer, and the order of priority for image
display of the first layer may be made higher than that of the
second layer.

Further, if the upward swipe operation by the contacting
object 150 is continued, the touch panel control section 102
senses the swipe operation (the upper middle diagram to the
upper right diagram of FIG. 10). Then, when the shutter 412a
within the shutter image 412 is fully open, the display control
section 103 erases the shutter 412a, and displays the vehicle
image 413 representing the entire vehicle (the upper right
diagram of FIG. 10).

When the touch panel control section 102 senses an upward
swipe operation by the contacting object 150 on the shutter
control screen 410, the shutter control section 105 generates
a control command (corresponding to an example of the
movement control command) for opening the shutter 220 of
the electric shutter device 200. At this time, the shutter control
section 105 decides the target position for the opening shutter
on the basis of the amount of movement of the swipe opera-
tion by the contacting object 150.

When the user finishes the upward swipe operation in the
state shown in the upper middle diagram of FIG. 10, for
example, the shutter control section 105 decides a position at
which the shutter is half open as the target position for the
opening shutter. In this case, the display control section 103
renders the shutter 412a within the shutter image 412 half
open as shown in the upper middle diagram of FIG. 10.
Display of the shutter 412a allows the user to easily under-
stand the target position for the shutter.

When the user finishes the upward swipe operation in the
state shown in the upper right diagram of FIG. 10, for
example, the shutter control section 105 decides a position at
which the shutter is fully open as the target position for
opening and closing of the shutter. In this case, the display
control section 103 erases the shutter 412a within the shutter
image 412 as shown in the upper right diagram of FIG. 10 to
indicate that the target position for opening and closing of the
shutter is the fully open position.

When the target position is decided, the shutter control
section 105 generates a control command for opening the
shutter 220 to the decided target position. The shutter control
section 105 generates a control command corresponding to
the decided target position. That is, the shutter control section
105 generates a control command (corresponding to an
example of the distance control command) for opening the
shutter 220 of the electric shutter device 200 for a distance
corresponding to the amount of movement of the swipe
operation by the contacting object 150.

The communication control section 106 transmits the gen-
erated control command to the control unit 210 of the electric
shutter device 200. The shutter control section 213 of the
electric shutter device 200 receives the control command
transmitted from the operation terminal 100 via the commu-
nication control section 214. The shutter control section 213
controls the drive section 211 to start operation of opening the
shutter 220 in accordance with the received control com-
mand. The lower left diagram, the lower middle diagram, and
the lower right diagram of FIG. 10 will be described later.

Next, an operation of closing the shutter 220 of the electric
shutter device 200 will be described with reference to FIG.
11. The shutter image 412 in which the shutter is fully open is
displayed, and the vehicle image 413 representing the entire
vehicle in the garage is displayed in a region corresponding to
the shutter image 412 (the upper left diagram of FIG. 11). In
this state, the touch panel control section 102 senses a down-
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ward swipe operation by the contacting object 150 on the
shutter control screen 410 (the upper left diagram to the upper
middle diagram of FIG. 11).

Then, the display control section 103 moves the shutter
412q within the shutter image 412 in the closing direction in
accordance with movement of the contacting object 150 (the
upper middle diagram of FIG. 11). At this time, the display
control section 103 hides the vehicle image 413 displayed in
the region corresponding to the shutter image 412 behind the
shutter 4124 as the shutter 412q within the shutter image 412
is closed (the upper middle diagram of FIG. 11).

In the upper middle diagram of FIG. 11, the upper half of
the vehicle image 413 is hidden behind the shutter 412a. In
order to achieve image display such as that in the upper
middle diagram of FIG. 11, as described above, for example,
the shutter 412a¢ within the shutter image 412 may be pro-
vided in a first layer, the vehicle image 413 may be provided
in a second layer, and the order of priority for image display
of' the first layer may be made higher than that of the second
layer.

Further, if the downward swipe operation by the contacting
object 150 is continued, the touch panel control section 102
senses the swipe operation (the upper middle diagram to the
upper right diagram of FIG. 11). Then, when the shutter 412a
within the shutter image 412 is fully closed, the display con-
trol section 103 erases the vehicle image 413 (the upper right
diagram of FIG. 11).

When the touch panel control section 102 senses a down-
ward swipe operation by the contacting object 150 on the
shutter control screen 410, the shutter control section 105
generates a control command (corresponding to an example
of the movement control command) for closing the shutter
220 of the electric shutter device 200. At this time, the shutter
control section 105 decides the target position for the closing
shutter on the basis of the amount of movement of the swipe
operation by the contacting object 150.

When the user finishes the downward swipe operation in
the state shown in the upper middle diagram of FIG. 11, for
example, the shutter control section 105 decides a position at
which the shutter is half closed as the target position for the
closing shutter. In this case, the display control section 103
renders the shutter 412¢ within the shutter image 412 half
closed as shown in the upper middle diagram of FIG. 11.

When the user finishes the downward swipe operation in
the state shown in the upper right diagram of FIG. 11, for
example, the shutter control section 105 decides a position at
which the shutter is fully closed as the target position for the
closing shutter. In this case, the display control section 103
renders the shutter 412a within the shutter image 412 fully
closed as shown in the upper right diagram of FIG. 11.

When the target position is decided, the shutter control
section 105 generates a control command for closing the
shutter 220 to the decided target position. The shutter control
section 105 generates a control command corresponding to
the decided target position. That is, the shutter control section
105 generates a control command (corresponding to an
example of the distance control command) for closing the
shutter 220 of the electric shutter device 200 for a distance
corresponding to the amount of movement of the swipe
operation by the contacting object 150.

The communication control section 106 transmits the gen-
erated control command to the control unit 210 of the electric
shutter device 200. The shutter control section 213 of the
electric shutter device 200 receives the control command
transmitted from the operation terminal 100 via the commu-
nication control section 214. The shutter control section 213
controls the drive section 211 to start operation of closing the
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shutter 220 in accordance with the received control com-
mand. The lower left diagram, the lower middle diagram, and
the lower right diagram of FIG. 11 will be described next.

As described above, the shutter control section 213 con-
trols the drive section 211 to start operation of opening and
closing the shutter 220 in accordance with the received con-
trol command. Specifically, operation of opening the shutter
220 is started in FIG. 10, and operation of closing the shutter
220 is started in FIG. 11.

At this time, actual motion of the shutter 220 is slower than
motion of the shutter 412¢ within the shutter image 412
displayed on the shutter control screen 410. Thus, in the
embodiment of FIGS. 10 and 11, as described below, the
display control section 103 displays a schematic shutter
movement image 500 representing the actual position of an
end portion of the shutter 220 as overlapped on the shutter
412a within the shutter image 412 on the shutter control
screen 410. In other words, the display control section 103
displays the schematic shutter movement image 500 in a
region corresponding to the shutter image 412.

When the drive section 211 starts open/close operation of
the shutter, the shutter control section 213 of the electric
shutter device 200 repeatedly acquires the result of detection
of the position of the shutter 220 performed by the position
sensor 212. The shutter control section 213 may acquire the
result of detection of the position of the shutter 220 performed
by the position sensor 212 at certain intervals (for example,
0.1 seconds). The shutter control section 213 generates posi-
tional information indicating the position of the shutter 220
on the basis of the result of detection of the position of the
shutter 220 performed by the position sensor 212 at each
acquisition of the detection result. The positional information
may be a numerical value representing the proportion at
which the shutter 220 is closed with the fully closed state
defined as 100% and the fully open state defined as 0%, for
example. In this case, the positional information on the shut-
ter 220 which is halfway closed as in the upper middle dia-
gram of FIG. 11, for example, is 50%.

Each time the shutter control section 213 generates posi-
tional information indicating the position of the shutter 220,
the communication control section 214 transmits the gener-
ated positional information to the operation terminal 100.
When it is determined on the basis of the result of detection of
the position of the shutter 220 performed by the position
sensor 212 that the target position for the shutter 220 included
in the control command is reached, the shutter control section
213 controls the drive section 211 so as to stop open/close
operation of the shutter 220.

The display control section 103 of the operation terminal
100 receives the positional information indicating the posi-
tion of the shutter 220 and transmitted from the electric shut-
ter device 200 via the communication control section 106.
The display control section 103 displays the schematic shut-
ter movement image 500 representing the actual position of
the end portion of the shutter 220 as overlapped on the vehicle
image 413 on the shutter control screen 410 as shown in the
lower left diagram of FIG. 10, for example, on the basis of the
received positional information. The display control section
103 displays the schematic shutter movement image 500
representing the actual position of the end portion of the
shutter 220 as overlapped on the shutter 412a within the
shutter image 412 on the shutter control screen 410 as shown
in the lower left diagram of FIG. 11, for example, on the basis
of the received positional information.

In FIG. 10, the position of a lower end 500D of the sche-
matic shutter movement image 500 corresponds to the actual
position of the end portion of the shutter 220 moving in the
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opening direction. In FIG. 11, the position of a lower end
500D of the schematic shutter movement image 500 corre-
sponds to the actual position of the end portion of the shutter
220 moving in the closing direction.

The display control section 103 may display the schematic
shutter movement image 500 in a color that is different from
those of the shutter 412a and the vehicle image 413 (red if the
shutter 4124 is brown and the vehicle image 413 is white, for
example) and translucently on the display 101, for example.
In FIG. 10, for example, the schematic shutter movement
image 500 and the vehicle image 413 may be synthesized by
alphablending. InFIG. 11, for example, the schematic shutter
movement image 500 and the shutter 412¢ may be synthe-
sized by alpha blending.

Consequently, in FIG. 10, the schematic shutter movement
image 500 and the vehicle image 413 can be distinguished
from each other by color-coding. In FIG. 11, meanwhile, the
schematic shutter movement image 500 and the shutter 4124
can be distinguished from each other by color-coding. In
FIGS. 10 and 11, the schematic shutter movement image 500
is indicated by dots.

Each time the positional information indicating the posi-
tion of the shutter 220 and transmitted from the electric shut-
ter device 200 is received, the display control section 103
displays the schematic shutter movement image 500 as
updated on the basis of the received positional information.
For example, in the case where the positional information is
received from the electric shutter device 200 every 0.1 sec-
onds, the display control section 103 displays the schematic
shutter movement image 500 as updated every 0.1 seconds.

Consequently, in FIG. 10, the position of the lower end
500D of the schematic shutter movement image 500 is raised
corresponding to the actual position of the end portion of the
shutter moving in the opening direction (the lower left dia-
gram to the lower middle diagram of FIG. 10). In FIG. 11,
meanwhile, the position of the lower end 500D of the sche-
matic shutter movement image 500 is lowered corresponding
to the actual position of the end portion of the shutter moving
in the closing direction (the lower left diagram to the lower
middle diagram of FIG. 11).

As a result, the actual position of the shutter 220 which
gradually opens and closes is represented in the schematic
shutter movement image 500 on the shutter control screen
410. Then, when the position of the shutter 220 represented
by the schematic shutter movement image 500 reaches the
target position (the fully open position in FIG. 10, and the
fully closed position in FIG. 11), the display control section
103 erases the schematic shutter movement image 500 from
the shutter control screen 410 as shown in the lower right
diagram of FIG. 10 and the lower right diagram of FIG. 11.

The schematic shutter movement image 500 between the
state in which the shutter is fully closed and the state shown in
the lower left diagram of FIG. 10, the schematic shutter
movement image 500 between the states shown in the lower
left diagram and the lower middle diagram of FIG. 10, and the
schematic shutter movement image 500 between the states
shown in the lower middle diagram and the lower right dia-
gram of FIG. 10 are not shown. In addition, the schematic
shutter movement image 500 between the state in which the
shutter is fully open and the state shown in the lower left
diagram of FIG. 11, the schematic shutter movement image
500 between the states shown in the lower left diagram and
the lower middle diagram of FIG. 11, and the schematic
shutter movement image 500 between the states shown in the
lower middle diagram and the lower right diagram of FIG. 11
are not shown.
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In the embodiment, as has been described above, the dis-
play control section 103 displays the schematic shutter move-
ment image 500 representing the actual position of the end
portion of the shutter 220 on the shutter control screen 410.
Thus, the user can confirm the actual position of the shutter
220 without going to see the shutter 220 in the garage 310. In
addition, the display control section 103 displays the shutter
image 412 representing the target position for opening and
closing of the shutter on the shutter control screen 410 in
addition to the schematic shutter movement image 500. Thus,
the user can easily understand the difference between the
target position and the current position of the shutter 220. In
the embodiment, the schematic shutter movement image 500
corresponds to an example of the state information represent-
ing the position of the end portion of the shutter of the electric
shutter device.

The mode of representation of the actual position of the end
portion of the shutter 220 on the shutter control screen 410 is
not limited to the schematic shutter movement image 500.
Another display example in which the actual position of the
end portion of the shutter 220 is represented on the shutter
control screen 410 will be described below.

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing a display example of the
shutter control screen 410 which is different from FIG. 10 and
in which the actual position of the shutter is displayed when
opening the shutter. FIG. 13 is a diagram showing a display
example of the shutter control screen 410 which is different
from FIG. 11 and in which the actual position of the shutter is
displayed when closing the shutter. The upper left diagram,
the upper middle diagram, and the upper right diagram of
FIG. 12 are the same as the upper left diagram, the upper
middle diagram, and the upper right diagram, respectively, of
FIG. 10. In addition, the upper left diagram, the upper middle
diagram, and the upper right diagram of FIG. 13 are the same
as the upper left diagram, the upper middle diagram, and the
upper right diagram, respectively, of FIG. 11.

As described above, the display control section 103 of the
operation terminal 100 receives the positional information
indicating the position of the shutter 220 and transmitted from
the electric shutter device 200 via the communication control
section 106. The display control section 103 displays a posi-
tion display mark 501 (the lower left diagram and the lower
middle diagram of FIG. 12) representing the actual position
of the end portion of the shutter 220 as overlapped on the
vehicle image 413 on the shutter control screen 410 on the
basis of the received positional information. In addition, the
display control section 103 displays a position display mark
502 (the lower left diagram and the lower middle diagram of
FIG. 13) representing the actual position of the end portion of
the shutter 220 as overlapped on the shutter 412a within the
shutter image 412 on the shutter control screen 410 on the
basis of the received positional information.

As shown in the lower left diagram of FIG. 12, the position
display mark 501 for a case where the shutter is opened is
constituted of an arrow extending upward from the lower end
of a region corresponding to the shutter image 412 on the
shutter control screen 410. In FIG. 12, the position of an upper
end 501U of'the position display mark 501 corresponds to the
actual position of the end portion of the shutter moving in the
opening direction.

As shown in the lower left diagram of FIG. 13, the position
display mark 502 for a case where the shutter is closed is
constituted of an arrow extending downward from the upper
end of a region corresponding to the shutter image 412 on the
shutter control screen 410. In FIG. 13, the position of a lower
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end 502D of'the position display mark 502 corresponds to the
actual position of the end portion of the shutter moving in the
closing direction.

Each time the positional information indicating the posi-
tion of the shutter 220 and transmitted from the electric shut-
ter device 200 is received, the display control section 103
displays the position display mark 501 (the lower left diagram
to the lower middle diagram of FIG. 12) and the position
display mark 502 (the lower left diagram to the lower middle
diagram of FIG. 13) as updated on the basis of the received
positional information. For example, in the case where the
positional information is received from the electric shutter
device 200 every 0.1 seconds, the display control section 103
displays the position display marks 501 and 502 as updated
every 0.1 seconds.

As a result, the actual position of the shutter which gradu-
ally opens and closes is represented by the position display
marks 501 and 502 on the shutter control screen 410. Then,
when the position of the shutter represented by the position
display marks 501 and 502 reaches the target position (the
fully open position in FIG. 12, and the fully closed position in
FIG. 13), the display control section 103 erases the position
display marks 501 and 502 from the shutter control screen
410 as shown in the lower right diagram of FIG. 12 and the
lower right diagram of FI1G. 13.

The position display mark 501 between the state in which
the shutter is fully closed and the state shown in the lower left
diagram of FIG. 12, the position display mark 501 between
the states shown in the lower left diagram and the lower
middle diagram of FIG. 12, and the position display mark 501
between the states shown in the lower middle diagram and the
lower right diagram of FIG. 12 are not shown. In addition, the
position display mark 502 between the state in which the
shutter is fully open and the state shown in the lower left
diagram of FIG. 13, the position display mark 502 between
the states shown in the lower left diagram and the lower
middle diagram of FIG. 13, and the position display mark 502
between the states shown in the lower middle diagram and the
lower right diagram of FI1G. 13 are not shown.

In FIGS. 10 to 13, the display control section 103 displays
animage representing the actual position of the end portion of
the shutter 220 as overlapped on the shutter 412a within the
shutter image 412 on the shutter control screen 410. However,
the present disclosure is not limited thereto. The display con-
trol section 103 may not display an image representing the
actual position of the end portion of the shutter 220 on the
shutter control screen 410.

FIG. 14 is a sequence diagram showing a process flow in
the operation terminal 100 and the electric shutter device 200.
First, upon receiving a request from the display control sec-
tion 103, the communication control section 106 of the opera-
tion terminal 100 transmits a request to acquire the present
open/close state of the shutter 220 (for example, the position
of the end portion of the shutter 220) to the electric shutter
device 200 (S1401). Next, when the acquisition request is
received via the communication control section 214, the shut-
ter control section 213 of the electric shutter device 200
acquires the open/close state of the shutter 220 from the
position sensor 212 (S1402).

Upon receiving a request from the shutter control section
213, the communication control section 214 transmits the
open/close state of the shutter 220 to the operation terminal
100 (S1403). The display control section 103 of the operation
terminal 100 receives the open/close state of the shutter 220
via the communication control section 106. The display con-
trol section 103 displays the shutter control screen 410 on the
display 101 on the basis of the received open/close state of the
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shutter 220 (S1404). For example, in the case where the
shutter 220 is fully open, the display control section 103
displays the shutter control screen 410 shown in the upper left
diagram of FIG. 11 on the display 101.

Next, the touch panel control section 102 of the operation
terminal 100 senses an operation (for example, an upward
swipe operation, or a downward swipe operation) of the con-
tacting object 150 performed by the user on the shutter control
screen 410 (S1405). Next, the display control section 103 of
the operation terminal 100 moves the shutter 412a within the
shutter image 412 so as to represent the target position for
opening and closing of the shutter 220 in accordance with the
amount of movement of the contacting object 150 (S1406).

In the operation terminal 100, S1405 and S1406 included
in L1401 are repeated until the touch panel control section
102 senses that the contacting object 150 is moved away from
the display 101. As a result, the shutter control screen 410
shown in the upper left diagram of FIG. 10 is displayed on the
display 101, for example. In this state, after a swipe operation
is performed for half an amount of movement for fully open-
ing the shutter 220, the contacting object 150 is moved away
from the display 101.

Then, the display control section 103 displays the shutter
control screen 410 shown in the upper middle diagram of FIG.
10 on the display 101. That is, the position of the shutter 412a
within the shutter image 412 shown in the upper middle
diagram of FIG. 10 is determined as the target position for
opening of the shutter 220.

When the touch panel control section 102 senses that the
contacting object 150 is moved away from the display 101,
the shutter control section 105 of the operation terminal 100
generates a control command in accordance with the amount
of movement of the swipe operation by the contacting object
150. Upon receiving a request from the shutter control section
105, the communication control section 106 transmits the
control command generated by the shutter control section 105
to the electric shutter device 200 (S1407).

After receiving the control command via the communica-
tion control section 214 of the electric shutter device 200, the
shutter control section 213 controls the drive section 211 on
the basis of the control command to perform opening opera-
tion or closing operation of the shutter 220 (S1408). Next, the
shutter control section 213 detects the current open/close
state of the shutter 220 (for example, the current position of
the end portion of the shutter 220) using the position sensor
212. The shutter control section 213 generates positional
information indicating the open/close state (position) of the
shutter 220 on the basis of the detection result (S1409).

Upon receiving a request from the shutter control section
213, the communication control section 214 transmits the
generated positional information indicating the current open/
close state of the shutter 220 to the operation terminal 100
(S1410).

Next, the display control section 103 of the operation ter-
minal 100 displays the current open/close state of the shutter
220 on the shutter control screen 410 of the display 101 on the
basis of the positional information received via the commu-
nication control section 106 (S1411). In S1411, the display
control section 103 displays the schematic shutter movement
image 500 in the embodiment of FIGS. 10 and 11, displays
the position display marks 501 in the embodiment of FIG. 12,
and displays the position display mark 502 in the embodiment
of FIG. 13.

Inthe operation terminal 100 and the electric shutter device
200, S1408 to S1411 included in [.1402 are repeated until the
open/close state of the shutter 220 (for example, the position
of'the end portion of the shutter 220) reaches the target posi-
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tion. Thus, display of the current open/close state of the
shutter 220 is updated each time S1411 is executed.

When the open/close state of the shutter 220 reaches the
target position, the communication control section 214
receives a request from the shutter control section 213, and
transmits the result of control for the shutter 220 to the opera-
tion terminal 100 (S1412). The process is thus terminated.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart showing a process flow for the
operation terminal 100 to control the electric shutter device
200.

First, the display control section 103 displays the shutter
select screen 400 on the display 101 (S1501). Subsequently, a
user operation through contact of the contacting object 150 on
the shutter select screen 400 is received (S1502). Next, the
touch panel control section 102 judges whether or not the
contact target for the contacting object 150 is the end button
407 (S1503).

When the touch panel control section 102 judges that the
contact target is the end button 407 (YES in S1503), the flow
is terminated. When the touch panel control section 102
judges that the contact target is not the end button 407 (NO in
S1503), on the other hand, the touch panel control section 102
judges a select button of the contact target. The display con-
trol section 103 acquires the current open/close state of a
shutter corresponding to the judged select button from the
electric shutter device (S1504). For example, if the touch
panel control section 102 judges that the contact target is the
select button 405 A, the display control section 103 acquires
the open/close state of the shutter 220 from the electric shutter
device 200.

Next, the display control section 103 displays a shutter
control screen corresponding to the select button of the con-
tact target on the display 101 (S1505). For example, in the
case where the contact target is the select button 405A, the
display control section 103 displays the shutter control screen
410 shown in FIG. 9 on the display 101. Subsequently, the
process is advanced to a control flow for a shutter (FIGS. 16A
and 16B) (S1506). After that, the process returns to S1501.

FIGS. 16A and 16B are flowcharts showing a flow of the
process (S1506 of FIG. 15) for the operation terminal 100 to
generate and transmit a control command for controlling the
shutter 220 of the electric shutter device 200.

First, the touch panel control section 102 judges whether or
not selection of the return button 411 by the contacting object
150 is sensed in the shutter control screen 410 (S1601). When
selection of the return button 411 is sensed (YES in S1601),
the flow is terminated. If selection of the return button 411 is
not sensed (NO in S1601), the touch panel control section 102
judges whether or not upward or downward movement of the
position of contact by the contacting object 150 is sensed
(S1602).

If'the touch panel control section 102 senses upward move-
ment of the position of contact by the contacting object 150 in
S1602, the process is advanced to S1603. If the touch panel
control section 102 senses downward movement, the process
is advanced to S1606. If upward or downward movement of
the position of contact by the contacting object 150 is not
sensed (NO in S1602), the process returns to S1601.

In S1603, the display control section 103 judges, on the
basis of the open/close state acquired in S1504 of FIG. 15,
whether or not the shutter 220 of the electric shutter device
200 is fully open. If the shutter 220 is fully open (YES in
S1603), the process returns to S1601. If the shutter 220 is not
fully open (NO in S1603), the process is advanced to S1604.

In S1604, the display control section 103 moves the shutter
412q within the shutter image 412 displayed on the display
101 so as to represent the target position for the opening
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shutter 220 corresponding to the amount of the upward move-
ment (upward swipe operation) of the contacting object 150
acquired from the touch panel control section 102 (S1604).

Next, the display control section 103 judges whether or not
upward movement of the contacting object 150 is terminated
(S1605). If the upward movement of the contacting object
150 is not terminated (NO in S1605), the process returns to
S1604. If the upward movement of the contacting object 150
is terminated in S1605 (YES in S1605), on the other hand, the
process is advanced to S1611.

Thus, S1604 is executed until the upward movement is
terminated. As a result, the shutter 412a within the shutter
image 412 displayed on the display 101 is updated each time
S1604 is executed. The shutter 412a within the shutter image
412 between the states shown in the upper left diagram and
the upper middle diagram of FIG. 10, and between the states
shown in the upper middle diagram and the upper right dia-
gram of FIG. 10 is not shown.

In S1606, the display control section 103 judges, on the
basis of the open/close state acquired in S1504 of FIG. 15,
whether or not the shutter 220 of the electric shutter device
200 is fully closed. If the shutter 220 is fully closed (YES in
S1606), the process returns to S1601. If the shutter 220 is not
fully closed (NO in S1606), the process is advanced to S1607.

In S1607, the display control section 103 moves the shutter
412a within the shutter image 412 displayed on the display
101 so as to represent the target position for the closing
shutter 220 corresponding to the amount of the downward
movement (downward swipe operation) of the contacting
object 150 acquired from the touch panel control section 102
(81607).

Next, the display control section 103 judges whether or not
downward movement of the contacting object 150 is termi-
nated (S1608). If the downward movement of the contacting
object 150 is not terminated (NO in S1608), the process
returns to S1607. If the downward movement of the contact-
ing object 150 is terminated in S1608 (YES in S1608), on the
other hand, the process is advanced to S1611.

Thus, S1607 is executed until the downward movement is
terminated. As a result, the shutter 412a within the shutter
image 412 displayed on the display 101 is updated each time
S1607 is executed. The shutter 412a within the shutter image
412 between the states shown in the upper left diagram and
the upper middle diagram of FIG. 11 and between the states
shown in the upper middle diagram and the upper right dia-
gram of FIG. 11 is not shown.

In S1611, the shutter control section 105 generates a con-
trol command for opening and closing the shutter 220 to the
target position corresponding to the amount of the upward
movement or the downward movement of the contacting
object 150 acquired from the touch panel control section 102.
Subsequently, the communication control section 106 trans-
mits the control command generated by the shutter control
section 105 to the electric shutter device 200 (S1612).

Subsequently, the communication control section 106
receives positional information indicating the position (open/
close state) of the shutter 220, and delivers the received posi-
tional information to the display control section 103 and the
shutter control section 105 (S1613). Then, the display control
section 103 displays the position of the shutter 220 on the
basis of the received positional information (S1614). In
S1614, the display control section 103 displays the schematic
shutter movement image 500 in the embodiment of FIGS. 10
and 11, displays the position display mark 501 in the embodi-
ment of FIG. 12, and displays the position display mark 502
in the embodiment of FIG. 13.
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Then, the shutter control section 105 judges, on the basis of
the positional information received in S1613, whether or not
the shutter 220 has reached the target position (S1615). If the
shutter 220 has not reached the target position in S1615 (NO
in S1615), the process returns to S1613. If the shutter 220 has
reached the target position in S1615 (YES in S1615), on the
other hand, the communication control section 106 receives
the control result transmitted from the electric shutter device
200, and delivers the received control result to the shutter
control section 105 (S1615). The flow is thus terminated.

Thus, S1604 is executed until the shutter 220 reaches the
target position. As a result, the position of the shutter 220
displayed on the shutter control screen 410 of the display 101
is updated each time S1614 is executed (for example, at
intervals of 0.1 seconds).

FIG. 17 is a flowchart showing a process flow in the electric
shutter device 200. First, the communication control section
214 of the electric shutter device 200 receives a control com-
mand for opening and closing a shutter transmitted from the
operation terminal 100, and delivers the control command to
the shutter control section 213 (S1701). Then, the shutter
control section 213 controls the drive section 211 in accor-
dance with the received control command to drive the shutter
220 (S1702). Next, the shutter control section 213 acquires
the result of detection of the open/close state (position) of the
shutter 220 from the position sensor 212 (S1703).

Next, the shutter control section 213 generates positional
information indicating the position of the shutter 220 on the
basis of the result of detection of the open/close state of the
shutter 220, and the communication control section 214 trans-
mits the generated positional information to the operation
terminal 100 (S1704).

Subsequently, the shutter control section 213 judges, on the
basis of the acquired detection result, whether or not the
shutter 220 has reached the target position indicated by the
control command (S1705). If the shutter 220 has not reached
the target position (NO in S1705), the process returns to
S1702. If the shutter 220 has reached the target position in
S1705 (YES in S1705), on the other hand, the communication
control section 214 receives a request from the shutter control
section 213, and transmits the control result to the operation
terminal 100 (S1706). The flow is thus terminated.

Thus, S1704 is executed until the shutter 220 reaches the
target position. As a result, the positional information indi-
cating the position of the shutter 220 is transmitted to the
operation terminal 100 each time S1704 is executed (for
example, at intervals of 0.1 seconds).

As described above, the shutter control section 213 judges
the presence or absence of an obstacle on the basis of the
result of detection performed by the obstacle sensor 215.
Then, if it is judged that there is an obstacle, the shutter
control section 213 controls the drive section 211 so as not to
start operation to close the shutter 220 if the shutter 220 has
not started being closed, and so as to stop operation to close
the shutter 220 if the shutter 220 is being closed. Display on
the display 101 in this case will be described.

FIG. 18 is a diagram showing a display example of the
shutter control screen 410 for a case where an obstacle is
detected. The upper left diagram, the upper middle diagram,
and the upper right diagram of FIG. 18 are the same as the
upper left diagram, the upper middle diagram, and the upper
right diagram, respectively, of FIG. 11. From the upper left
diagram to the upper right diagram by way of the upper
middle diagram of FIG. 18, the display control section 103
controls display on the shutter control screen 410 in the same
manner as described with reference to FIG. 11.
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That is, the vehicle image 413 is displayed in a region
corresponding to the shutter image 412 (the upper left dia-
gram of FIG. 18). In this state, the touch panel control section
102 senses a downward swipe operation by the contacting
object 150. Then, the display control section 103 moves the
shutter 412a¢ within the shutter image 412 in the closing
direction, that is, downward (corresponding to an example of
the first direction) in accordance with the amount of move-
ment of the swipe operation (the upper middle diagram of
FIG. 18). When the downward swipe operation by the con-
tacting object 150 is further continued, the shutter 412a
within the shutter image 412 is fully closed, and displayed on
the shutter control screen 410 as the target position for open-
ing and closing of the shutter (the upper right diagram of FIG.
18).

If it is judged on the basis of the result of detection per-
formed by the obstacle sensor 215 that there is an obstacle, the
shutter control section 213 controls the drive section 211 so as
to stop operation of the shutter 220, and generates stop infor-
mation. The stop information includes information indicating
that operation of the shutter 220 has been stopped. The stop
information also includes information indicating the position
at which the shutter 220 is stopped. Upon receiving a request
from the shutter control section 213, the communication con-
trol section 214 transmits the stop information generated by
the shutter control section 213 to the operation terminal 100.

When the stop information from the electric shutter device
200 is received via the communication control section 106,
the display control section 103 of the operation terminal 100
returns the fully closed shutter 412a (the upper right diagram
of FIG. 18) within the shutter image 412 displayed on the
shutter control screen 410 in the opening direction, that is,
upward (corresponding to an example of the second direc-
tion) to a halfopen position as indicated by an arrow mark 415
in the lower left diagram of FIG. 18. The arrow mark 415 is
provided to indicate that the shutter 412a within the shutter
image 412 is returned in one stroke from the fully closed
position to the half open position. The arrow mark 415 is not
displayed on the shutter control screen 410.

Further, the display control section 103 finely vertically
vibrates the shutter 412a within the shutter image 412. The
display control section 103 repeatedly moves a lower end
412D of the shutter 412a within the shutter image 412 alter-
nately upward and downward. As a result, the display state of
the shutter control screen 410 alternately transitions between
the states shown in the lower left diagram and the lower right
diagram of FIG. 18.

If an obstacle is detected before start of movement of the
shutter 220, the shutter 412a¢ within the shutter image 412
which has been fully closed as shown in the upper right
diagram of FIG. 18 by downward movement of the contacting
object 150 is immediately returned to a half open position as
shown in the lower left diagram of FIG. 18. Therefore, the
shutter 4124 within the shutter image 412 bounces. Thus, the
user can be alerted by the vibration of the shutter 412a within
the shutter image 412 that operation of the shutter 220 is not
normal, rather than that the display 101 is out of order.

In the case where the shutter 4124 within the shutter image
412 is vibrated, the display control section 103 does not
display an image (the schematic shutter movement image 500
in FIG. 11, and the position display mark 502 in FIG. 13)
representing the actual position of the shutter 220. The width
of'the vibration may be a width of 5% in terms of the numeri-
cal value of the positional information, for example. The
width of the vibration may be decided as such a value that
allows the user to definitely recognize the vibration. The
period of the vibration may be 0.5 seconds, for example. The
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period of the vibration may be decided as such a value that
allows the user to easily see the vibration.

FIG. 19 is a diagram showing a display example of the
shutter control screen 401 that is different from FIG. 18 for a
case where an obstacle is detected. The upper left diagram,
the upper middle diagram, and the upper right diagram of
FIG. 19 are the same as the upper left diagram, the upper
middle diagram, and the upper right diagram, respectively, of
FIG. 11 (FIG. 18).

In the embodiment of FIG. 19, as in the embodiment of
FIG. 18, when the stop information is received from the
electric shutter device 200 via the communication control
section 106, the display control section 103 returns the fully
closed shutter 4124 (the upper right diagram of FIG. 19)
within the shutter image 412 displayed on the shutter control
screen 410 to a half open position (the lower left diagram of
FIG. 19).

Further, the display control section 103 displays an alerting
mark 600 on the shutter control screen 410 (the lower left
diagram of FIG. 19). Furthermore, as in the embodiment of
FIG. 18, the display control section 103 finely vertically
vibrates the shutter 412a within the shutter image 412 as
indicated by a vibration mark 601 (the lower right diagram of
FIG. 19).

The vibration mark 601 in the lower right diagram of FIG.
19 is intended to represent the fine vertical vibration of the
shutter 412a within the shutter image 412. Upward and down-
ward arrows and wavy lines included in the vibration mark
601 are not displayed on the shutter control screen 410. In
FIG. 19, in addition, the alerting mark 600 is displayed, and
therefore the display control section 103 may not vibrate the
shutter 412a within the shutter image 412.

FIGS. 20 to 23 are sequence diagrams showing a process
flow in the operation terminal 100 and the electric shutter
device 200 for a case where obstacle detection is taken into
consideration.

The sequence diagrams will be described for three patterns.
A first pattern corresponds to a sequence in which an obstacle
is not detected. In the first pattern, the shutter 220 is closed to
the target position. For the first pattern, the sequence diagram
of FIG. 20 is followed by the sequence diagram of FIG. 21.

A second pattern corresponds to a sequence in which an
obstacle is detected while the shutter 220 is being closed. In
the second pattern, operation of closing the shutter 220 is
started. When an obstacle is detected, however, the shutter
220 stops being driven, and an alarm indication of the
obstacle is displayed. In the case where the obstacle sensor
215 is of an optical type, the second pattern corresponds to a
case where an obstacle appears when the shutter 220 is closed
halfway. In the case where an obstacle is detected by the
obstacle sensor 215 of a contact type, the sequence for the
second pattern is used. For the second pattern, the sequence
diagram of FIG. 20 is followed by the sequence diagram of
FIG. 22.

A third pattern corresponds to a sequence in which an
obstacle is first detected by the obstacle sensor 215 of an
optical type. In the third pattern, an alarm indication to the
obstacle is displayed before the shutter 220 is closed, and
operation of closing the shutter 220 is not started. In the case
where the obstacle sensor 215 is of a contact type, the
sequence for the third pattern is not used. For the third pattern,
the sequence diagram of FIG. 20 is followed by the sequence
diagram of FIG. 23. As described above, FIG. 20 is common
to the first to third patterns.

First, a process flow in the first pattern in which an obstacle
is not detected will be described with reference to FIGS. 20
and 21. S2001 to S2007 of FIG. 20 are the same as S1401 to
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S1407, respectively, of FIG. 14. [.2001 including S2005 and
S2006 of FIG. 20 are the same as [.1401 including S1405 and
S1406 of FIG. 14. It should be noted, however, that it is
assumed that in the first to third patterns, the position of the
shutter 220 detected in S2002 of FIG. 20 is not the fully closed
position, the operation performed in S2005 is a downward
swipe operation, and the control command transmitted in
S2007 is a command for closing the shutter 220.

The shutter control section 213 of the electric shutter
device 200 receives a control command transmitted in S2007
of FIG. 20 via the communication control section 214, and
controls the drive section 211 on the basis of the received
control command so as to close the shutter 220 (S2101). Next,
the shutter control section 213 judges the current open/close
state of the shutter 220 using the result of detection performed
by the position sensor 212, and generates positional informa-
tion indicating the open/close state (position) of the shutter
220 (S2102).

Subsequently, upon receiving a request from the shutter
control section 213, the communication control section 214
transmits the generated positional information indicating the
current open/close state of the shutter 220 to the operation
terminal 100 (S2103). Next, the display control section 103 of
the operation terminal 100 displays the current open/close
state of the shutter 220 on the shutter control screen 410 of the
display 101 on the basis of the positional information
received via the communication control section 106 (S2104).

Subsequent S2105 to 52108 are the same as S2101 to
S2104, respectively. Operation in S2101 to S2104 is repeated
every certain period (for example, 0.1 seconds). Then, in
S2109, the shutter control section 213 detects on the basis of
the result of detection performed by the position sensor 212
that the shutter 220 has reached the target position, and stops
operation of the drive section 211. Next, upon receiving a
request from the shutter control section 213, the communica-
tion control section 214 transmits the result of control for the
shutter 220 to the operation terminal 100 (S2110).

Next, a process flow in the second pattern in which an
obstacle is detected while the shutter 220 is being closed will
be described with reference to FIG. 22.

The shutter control section 213 of the electric shutter
device 200 receives a control command transmitted in S2007
of FIG. 20 via the communication control section 214, and
controls the drive section 211 on the basis of the received
control command so as to close the shutter 220 (S2201).
S2201 to S2204 are the same as S2101 to S2104, respectively.
Subsequent S2205 to S2208 are also the same as S2101 to
S2104, respectively. Operation in S2201 to S2204 is repeated
every certain period (for example, 0.1 seconds).

In S2209, the shutter control section 213 of the electric
shutter device 200 judges on the basis of the result of detec-
tion performed by the obstacle sensor 215 that there is an
obstacle. In addition, the shutter control section 213 stops
operation of the drive section 211. Next, in S2210, upon
receiving a request from the shutter control section 213, the
communication control section 214 transmits stop informa-
tion indicating that drive of the shutter 220 has been stopped
because of detection of an obstacle to the operation terminal
100.

Next, in S2211, the display control section 103 of the
operation terminal 100 displays an image alerting the user on
the shutter control screen 410 of the display 101 on the basis
of'the stop information received via the communication con-
trol section 106. In the embodiment of FIG. 18, for example,
the display control section 103 vertically vibrates the shutter
412a within the shutter image 412. In the embodiment of FIG.
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19, for example, the display control section 103 displays the
alerting mark 600 in a region corresponding to the shutter
image 412.

Next, a process flow in the third pattern in which an
obstacle is first detected by the obstacle sensor 215 of an
optical type will be described with reference to FIG. 23.

The shutter control section 213 of the electric shutter
device 200 receives the control command transmitted in
S2007 of FIG. 20 via the communication control section 214.
Insubsequent S2301, however, the shutter control section 213
judges on the basis of the result of detection performed by the
obstacle sensor 215 that there is an obstacle. Thus, the shutter
control section 213 does not cause operation of the drive
section 211 although a control command has been received.
Subsequent S2302 and S2303 are the same as S2210 and
S2211, respectively, of FIG. 22.

FIGS. 24A and 24B are flowcharts showing a flow of the
process (S1506 of FIG. 15) for the operation terminal 100 to
control the shutter 220 of the electric shutter device 200 for a
case where an obstacle is taken into consideration.

S2401 to S2408 of FIG. 24A are the same as S1601 to
S1608, respectively, of FIG. 16A. S2411 and S2412 of FIG.
24 A are the same as S1611 and S1612, respectively, of FIG.
16B.

In S2421 which follows S2412, the shutter control section
105 judges whether or not the communication control section
106 has received stop information from the electric shutter
device 200. If the communication control section 106 has not
received the stop information in S2421 (NO in S2421), the
process is advanced to S2422. If the communication control
section 106 has received the stop information in S2421 (YES
in S2421), on the other hand, the process is advanced to
S2425.

In S2422, the communication control section 106 receives
positional information indicating the position of the shutter
220, and delivers the received positional information to the
display control section 103 and the shutter control section 105
(S2422). Then, the display control section 103 displays the
position of the shutter 220 on the shutter control screen 410 on
the basis of the received positional information (S2423). In
S2423, the display control section 103 displays the schematic
shutter movement image 500 in the embodiment of FIGS. 10
and 11, displays the position display mark 501 in the embodi-
ment of FIG. 12, and displays the position display mark 502
in the embodiment of FIG. 13.

Then, the shutter control section 105 judges, on the basis of
the positional information received in S2422, whether or not
the shutter 220 has reached the target position (S2424). If the
shutter 220 has not reached the target position in S2424 (NO
in S2424), the process returns to S2421. If the shutter 220 has
reached the target position in S2424 (YES in S2424), on the
other hand, the flow is terminated.

In S2425, the display control section 103 judges, on the
basis of the positional information received in S2422 or
S1504 of FIG. 15, whether or not the actual shutter is closed
to a position at which the shutter is closed beyond 70%
(S2425). If the actual shutter is closed to a position at which
the shutter is closed beyond 70% (YES in S2425), the display
control section 103 returns the shutter 412a within the shutter
image 412 being displayed to a position of 70% (52426), and
the process is advanced to S2428. If the actual shutter 220 is
closed to a position of 80%, for example, the display control
section 103 returns the shutter 4124 within the shutter image
412 being displayed in the opening direction (corresponding
to an example of the second direction) by an amount of 30%
(corresponding to an example of the second predetermined
amount).
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If the actual shutter is not closed to a position at which the
shutter is closed beyond 70% (NO in S2425), on the other
hand, the display control section 103 returns the shutter 412a
within the shutter image 412 being displayed to the actual
position (S2427), and the process is advanced to S2428. If the
actual shutter 220 is closed to a position of 60%, for example,
the display control section 103 returns the shutter 412a within
the shutter image 412 being displayed in the opening direc-
tion (corresponding to an example of the second direction) by
an amount of 40% (corresponding to an example of the first
predetermined amount).

In S2428, the display control section 103 displays an alert-
ing mark 600 on the shutter control screen 410. Next, the
display control section 103 finely vertically vibrates the posi-
tion of the shutter 412a within the shutter image 412 (S2429),
and the process returns to S2401. In the embodiment of FIG.
18, S2428 may be omitted. In the embodiment of FIG. 19, in
addition, S2429 may be omitted.

The loop of S2421, S2422, S2423, and S2424 of FIG. 24B
corresponds to a case where there is not an obstacle. The path
of S2421, S2425, S2426, S2428, and S2429 of FIG. 24B
corresponds to a case where an obstacle is detected when the
shutter 220 is closed to a position at which the shutter 220 is
closed beyond a predetermined reference amount (in FIG.
24B, 70%, for example). The path of S2421, S2425, 52427,
S2428, and S2429 of FIG. 24B corresponds to a case where an
obstacle is detected when the shutter 220 is closed to a posi-
tion at which the shutter 220 is closed by the predetermined
reference amount (in FIG. 24B, 70%, for example) or less
(including before the shutter 220 starts moving).

In FIG. 24B, if the actual shutter 220 is not closed to a
position at which the shutter is closed beyond 70% (NO in
S2425), the display control section 103 returns the shutter
412q within the shutter image 412 being displayed to the
actual position (S2427). That is, the display control section
103 returns the shutter 412a within the shutter image 412to a
position at which the shutter 220 has been stopped because of
detection of an obstacle.

It should be noted, however, that if the shutter 412a within
the shutter image 412 were returned to a position at which the
shutter 220 has been stopped without exception, the width of
the return of the shutter 412a within the shutter image 412 on
the shutter control screen 410 would be small in the case
where the obstacle is small. As a result, the user might not
notice that the shutter 412a within the shutter image 412 was
returned.

Thus, in FIG. 24B, if the actual shutter 220 is closed to a
position at which the shutter is closed beyond the predeter-
mined reference amount (in FIG. 24B, 70%, for example)
(YES in S2425), the display control section 103 returns the
shutter 4124 within the shutter image 412 being displayed to
a position of the predetermined reference amount (in FIG.
24B, 70%, for example) (S2426). This makes it easier for the
user to notice that the shutter 412a within the shutter image
412 has been returned. The predetermined reference amount
of 70% is exemplary, and the predetermined reference
amount may have a different value such as 60%.

In FIG. 24B, the shutter 4124 within the shutter image 412
being displayed is returned to a position of 70% (S2426) or
the actual position at which the shutter 220 has been stopped
(S2427), depending on the actual position at which the shutter
220 has been stopped. However, the present disclosure is not
limited thereto. For example, as described with reference to
FIG. 18, the shutter 412a within the shutter image 412 may be
returned to a half open position (50%) without exception
irrespective of the actual position at which the shutter 220 has
been stopped.
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FIG. 25 is a flowchart showing a process flow in the electric
shutter device 200 for a case where an obstacle is taken into
consideration.

First, the communication control section 214 ofthe electric
shutter device 200 receives a control command transmitted
from the operation terminal 100, and delivers the control
command to the shutter control section 213 (S2501). Then,
the shutter control section 213 acquires the result of detection
performed by the obstacle sensor 215 (S2502). Next, the
shutter control section 213 judges, on the basis of the result of
detection performed by the obstacle sensor 215, whether or
not there is an obstacle (S2503). If there is an obstacle in
S2503 (YES in S2503), the process is advanced to S2504. If
there is not an obstacle (NO in S2503), the process is
advanced to S2505.

In S2504, the shutter control section 213 controls the drive
section 211 so as to stop the shutter 220 if the shutter 220 is
moved. In 82504, in addition, upon receiving a request from
the shutter control section 213, the communication control
section 214 transmits stop information indicating that move-
ment of the shutter has been stopped to the operation terminal
100. Then, the flow is terminated.

S2505 to S2507 are the same as S1702 to S1704 of FIG. 17.
Subsequent to S2507, the shutter control section 213 judges,
on the basis of the position of the shutter 220 acquired in
S2506, whether or not the shutter 220 has reached the target
position indicated by the control command (S2508). If the
shutter 220 has not reached the target position (NO in S2508),
the process returns to S2502. Ifthe shutter 220 has reached the
target position in S2508 (YES in S2508), on the other hand,
the flow is terminated.

FIG. 26 is a diagram showing an example, different from
FIG. 9, of a shutter control screen 410 displayed on the
display 101 of the operation terminal 100. The shutter control
screen 410 shown in FIG. 26 is an operation screen that allows
performing an open/close operation for the shutter 230 of the
electric shutter device 201. As described with reference to
FIG. 4, the shutter 230 is used as a storm sash provided at the
window 320.

The shutter control screen 410 includes areturn button 411,
and a shutter image 421 representing the shutter 230 of the
electric shutter device 201. The shutter image 421 includes a
shutter 421a. In addition, a text “LIVING ROOM SHUT-
TER” is affixed to the shutter control screen 410 in FIG. 26.
This allows the user to easily understand that the screen is a
control screen for a shutter used as a storm sash provided at
the window.

When the user selects the select button 405B with a con-
tacting object (for example, one finger of the user) in the
shutter select screen 400 shown in FIG. 8, the touch panel
control section 102 senses the selection. Then, as shown in
FIG. 26, the display control section 103 displays the shutter
control screen 410 corresponding to the select button 405B on
the display 101.

Moreover, when the user selects the return button 411 with
the contacting object in the shutter control screen 410 shown
in FIG. 26, the touch panel control section 102 senses the
selection. Then, the display control section 103 returns the
display on the display 101 to the shutter select screen 400
shown in FIG. 8.

FIG. 27 is a diagram showing an example of display on the
shutter control screen 410 and an example of an operation by
acontacting object 150 when opening the shutter 230. FIG. 28
is a diagram showing an example of display on the shutter
control screen 410 and an example of an operation by the
contacting object 150 when closing the shutter 230.
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First, an operation of opening the shutter 230 of the electric
shutter device 201 will be described with reference to FIG.
27. The shutter image 412 in which the shutter 412q is fully
closed is displayed (the left diagram of FI1G. 27). In this state,
the touch panel control section 102 senses an upward swipe
operation by the contacting object 150 (for example, one
finger of the user) on the shutter control screen 410 (the left
diagram to the middle diagram of FIG. 27).

Then, the display control section 103 moves the shutter
421a within the shutter image 421 in the opening direction in
accordance with movement of the contacting object 150 (the
middle diagram of FIG. 27). At this time, the display control
section 103 displays a window image 422 representing the
window 320 which has been hidden behind the shutter in a
region corresponding to the shutter image 421 as the shutter
421a within the shutter image 421 is opened.

In the middle diagram of FIG. 27, the lower half of the
window image 422 has appeared. In order to achieve image
display such as that in the middle diagram of FIG. 27, for
example, the shutter 4214 within the shutter image 421 may
be provided in a first layer, the window image 422 may be
provided in a second layer, and the order of priority for image
display of the first layer may be made higher than that of the
second layer.

Further, if the upward swipe operation by the contacting
object 150 is continued, the touch panel control section 102
senses the swipe operation (the middle diagram to the right
diagram of FIG. 27). Then, when the shutter 4214 within the
shutter image 421 is fully open, the display control section
103 erases the shutter 421a, and displays the window image
422 representing the entire window (the right diagram of FIG.
27).

When the touch panel control section 102 senses an upward
swipe operation by the contacting object 150 on the shutter
control screen 410, the shutter control section 105 generates
a control command (corresponding to an example of the
movement control command) for opening the shutter 230 of
the electric shutter device 201. At this time, the shutter control
section 105 decides the target position for the opening shutter
on the basis of the amount of movement of the swipe opera-
tion by the contacting object 150.

When the user finishes the upward swipe operation in the
state shown in the middle diagram of FIG. 27, for example,
the shutter control section 105 decides a position at which the
shutter is half open as the target position for the opening
shutter. In this case, the display control section 103 renders
the shutter 421a within the shutter image 421 half open as
shown in the middle diagram of FIG. 27. Display of the
shutter 421qa allows the user to easily understand the target
position for the shutter.

When the user finishes the upward swipe operation in the
state shown in the right diagram of FIG. 27, for example, the
shutter control section 105 decides a position at which the
shutter is fully open as the target position for opening and
closing of the shutter. In this case, the display control section
103 erases the shutter 421a within the shutter image 421 as
shown in the right diagram of FIG. 27 to indicate that the
target position for opening and closing of the shutter is the
fully open position.

When the target position is decided, the shutter control
section 105 generates a control command for opening the
shutter 230 to the decided target position. The shutter control
section 105 generates a control command corresponding to
the decided target position. That is, the shutter control section
105 generates a control command (corresponding to an
example of the distance control command) for opening the
shutter 230 of the electric shutter device 201 for a distance
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corresponding to the amount of movement of the swipe
operation by the contacting object 150.

The communication control section 106 transmits the gen-
erated control command to the control unit 210 of the electric
shutter device 201. The shutter control section 213 of the
electric shutter device 201 receives the control command
transmitted from the operation terminal 100 via the commu-
nication control section 214. The shutter control section 213
controls the drive section 211 to start operation of opening the
shutter 230 in accordance with the received control com-
mand.

Next, an operation of closing the shutter 230 of the electric
shutter device 201 will be described with reference to FIG.
28. The shutter image 421 in which the shutter is fully open is
displayed, and the window image 422 representing the entire
window is displayed in a region corresponding to the shutter
image 421 (the left diagram of FIG. 28). In this state, the touch
panel control section 102 senses a downward swipe operation
by the contacting object 150 on the shutter control screen 410
(the left diagram to the middle diagram of FIG. 28).

Then, the display control section 103 moves the shutter
421a within the shutter image 421 in the closing direction in
accordance with movement of the contacting object 150 (the
middle diagram of FIG. 28). At this time, the display control
section 103 hides the window image 422 displayed in the
region corresponding to the shutter image 421 behind the
shutter 421a as the shutter 421a within the shutter image 421
is closed (the middle diagram of FIG. 28).

In the middle diagram of FIG. 28, the upper half of the
window image 422 is hidden behind the shutter 421a. In order
to achieve image display such as that in the middle diagram of
FIG. 28, as described above, for example, the shutter 421a
within the shutter image 421 may be provided in a first layer,
the window image 422 may be provided in a second layer, and
the order of priority for image display of the first layer may be
made higher than that of the second layer.

Further, if the downward swipe operation by the contacting
object 150 is continued, the touch panel control section 102
senses the swipe operation (the middle diagram to the right
diagram of FIG. 28). Then, when the shutter 4214 within the
shutter image 421 is fully closed, the display control section
103 erases the window image 422 (the right diagram of FIG.
28).

When the touch panel control section 102 senses a down-
ward swipe operation by the contacting object 150 on the
shutter control screen 410, the shutter control section 105
generates a control command (corresponding to an example
of the movement control command) for closing the shutter
230 of the electric shutter device 201. At this time, the shutter
control section 105 decides the target position for the closing
shutter on the basis of the amount of movement of the swipe
operation by the contacting object 150.

When the user finishes the downward swipe operation in
the state shown in the middle diagram of FIG. 28, for
example, the shutter control section 105 decides a position at
which the shutter is half closed as the target position for the
closing shutter. In this case, the display control section 103
renders the shutter 4214 within the shutter image 421 half
closed as shown in the middle diagram of FIG. 28.

When the user finishes the downward swipe operation in
the state shown in the right diagram of FIG. 28, for example,
the shutter control section 105 decides a position at which the
shutter is fully closed as the target position for the closing
shutter. In this case, the display control section 103 renders
the shutter 421a within the shutter image 421 fully closed as
shown in the right diagram of FIG. 28.
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When the target position is decided, the shutter control
section 105 generates a control command for closing the
shutter 230 to the decided target position. The shutter control
section 105 generates a control command corresponding to
the decided target position. That is, the shutter control section
105 generates a control command (corresponding to an
example of the distance control command) for closing the
shutter 230 of the electric shutter device 201 for a distance
corresponding to the amount of movement of the swipe
operation by the contacting object 150.

The communication control section 106 transmits the gen-
erated control command to the control unit 210 of the electric
shutter device 201. The shutter control section 213 of the
electric shutter device 201 receives the control command
transmitted from the operation terminal 100 via the commu-
nication control section 214. The shutter control section 213
controls the drive section 211 to start operation of closing the
shutter 220 in accordance with the received control com-
mand.

As described above, the shutter control section 213 con-
trols the drive section 211 to start operation of opening and
closing the shutter 230 in accordance with the received con-
trol command. Specifically, operation of opening the shutter
230 is started in FIG. 27, and operation of closing the shutter
230 is started in FIG. 28. At this time, actual motion of the
shutter 230 is slower than motion of the shutter 421a within
the shutter image 421 displayed on the shutter control screen
410. Thus, as in the embodiment of FIGS. 10 to 13, the display
control section 103 may display an image representing the
actual position of an end portion of the shutter 230 as over-
lapped on the shutter 421a within the shutter image 421 on the
shutter control screen 410.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present disclosure provides a useful control method
for controlling an electric shutter device connected to a net-
work.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for controlling an information apparatus, the
information apparatus having a touch panel display and being
connected to a network, an electric shutter device being con-
trolled over the network, the electric shutter device being
capable of opening and closing a shutter through a remote
operation,

the electric shutter device has a sensor which senses an

obstacle ahead of an end portion of the shutter as it
moves, and a controller which stops movement of the
shutter when the obstacle is sensed ahead of the end
portion of the shutter as it moves,

the method causing a processor of the information appara-

tus to:
display an operation icon on a display screen of the infor-
mation apparatus, the operation icon causing an opera-
tion screen for the electric shutter device to be displayed;

display the operation screen for the electric shutter device
when selection of the operation icon is sensed, the opera-
tion screen including a shutter image representing the
shutter of the electric shutter device;

when a swipe operation is sensed on the operation screen,

output to the network a movement control command for
moving the shutter of the electric shutter device in a
swipe direction of the swipe operation, and move the
shutter represented in the shutter image in accordance
with a swipe amount in the swipe direction of the swipe
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operation, wherein movement of the shutter represented
in the shutter image results in a changed representation
of an object hidden by the shutter represented in the
shutter image when the shutter image is in a closed
position; and

when stop information, which indicates that movement of
the shutter of the electric shutter device has been stopped
before the shutter reaches a closed position, is received
via the network, and when the shutter represented in the
shutter image is varied into a closed state, return the
shutter represented in the shutter image in a second
direction opposite to a first direction which is a moving
direction of the shutter represented in the shutter image.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein

a distance control command is output to the network as the
movement control command when the swipe operation
is sensed on the operation screen, the distance control
command causing the shutter of the electric shutter
device to move in the swipe direction a distance in accor-
dance with an amount of movement in the swipe direc-
tion of the swipe operation.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein

movement of the shutter of the electric shutter device com-
prises a movement to open the shutter of the electric
shutter device or a movement to close the shutter of the
electric shutter device.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the electric shutter device has the shutter which opens or
closes in one direction.
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5. The method according to claim 1, wherein

the shutter represented in the shutter image is returned in
the second direction by a first predetermined amount
corresponding to a stop position of the shutter of the
electric shutter device, indicated by the stop informa-
tion.

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein

when the shutter represented in the shutter image is
returned in the second direction by the first predeter-
mined amount,

the end portion of the shutter represented in the shutter
image is repeatedly moved alternately in the first direc-
tion and the second direction.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein

when the stop information indicates that the shutter of the
electric shutter device is closed beyond a predetermined
reference amount, the shutter in the shutter image is
returned in the second direction by a second predeter-
mined amount.

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein

when the shutter represented in the shutter image is
returned in the second direction by the second predeter-
mined amount,

the end portion of the shutter represented in the shutter
image is repeatedly moved alternately in the first direc-
tion and the second direction.

9. The method according to claim 1, wherein the object

comprises a representation of a vehicle.
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